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DEARLVY BELOVED; 


Ts may appear ſtrange to ſome of you, 
I that your late Vicar did not conclude 


= his Miniſtry among you with a Farewell 
Sermon. Had it been the only way in 


which he could expreſs his regard for 
you, he would have attempted ſuch a 
thing ; though it is very certain, that, 
from the weak ſtate of his health and 
ſpirits, it would have been an unſucceſs- 
ful attempr. But it has occurred to 
him, ſince he reſigned his living, that 
although he could not preach a Farewell 
Sermon, he can write a Farewell Letter 


to you; and this mode of addrefling you 
he has now adopted. He conceives, 


that it is equally as reſpectful as taking 
leave of you from the Pulpit, and that 
withal | 
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bleſſing J ſought. 


attain to a permanent ſituation in the 


11 
withal, it may be more profitable to you; 
inaſmuch as what is written is more du- 


| rable than what is only ſpoken. 


It gives me great comfort to reflect, 


that no unhappy diſagreement between 


me and you was the cauſe of our ſepara- 


tion. It gives me not leſs ſatisfaction 


to reflect on my own motives in leaving 
you. Indeed I ought to have had good 
reaſons for quitting the permanent con- 


dition of a beneficed clergyman, for the 


precarious ſituation of a curate. Inabi- 


lity to perform the duties of the office I 
held among you, juſtified this ſtep to 
my own mind. 


L left you to go in ſearch 
of better health; and I have found the 
I may perhaps again 


church ; but that I leave to God. 


After I ceaſed to reſide among you, I | 
thought it my duty to apply to my Dio- 


ceſan for permiſſion to wehen my bene- 
fice. 


$4 


: ſicc. His Lordſhip having condeſcended 
to grant me this permiſſion, the relation 
which once ſubſiſted between us is now 
diſſolved: But be aſſured, my brethren, 
that I did not make this application from 
any unwillingneſs to be ſtill connected 
with you, but from better motives ; mo- 
tives, which I would detail to you, were 
it not, that by mentioning them, I might 
appear to be writing my own commenda- 
tion. — hut that is no part of the deſign 
of this paper. If my life, fix years of 
which was ſpent among you, has not 
commended my character, it will be in 
vain for me to endeavour to write you 
into a good opinion of me. 


This paper is deſigned principally as a 


memorial of my miniſtry while reſident 
at Olney, and a token of the regard 
= 1 which I ſtill have to the welfare of all 

2 ' thoſe, among whom it was exerciſed. 
It will always give me pleaſure to know, 
Þ that 1 continue to live in your remem- 


23 brance ; 


ET) 


brance ; but there is fomething which I 


have ſtill more at heart than that ; namely, 
that the fruits of my labours (ſuch as they 
were) may long abide with you. It was 
not a momentary effect that I wiſhed to 
ee produced in you. What I aimed at 
was, the implantation of principles, 
which ſhould have an holy and happy 
influence on you all through life ; which 
ſhould deſcend to your poſterity; and 


operate long after he is forgotten, by 


whom they were inculcated on you. 


As one who endeavoured to ſave his 
own ſoul, I carefully enquired after that 


way of ſalvation which God has revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures. What the bible 


declares concerning that way, I made it 
my buſineſs to ſet before you ; whether 
it was in agreement with the current 
opinions of the day or not. I endea- 
voured ſatisfactorily to anſwer that en- 


quiry, ſo natura Mea ſerious mind, 


« How is a ſinful creature to obtain 
peace 


n e . 


11 


peace with God.“ I never could conſi- 


der this as a ſpeculation of little conſe- 
quence to you, becauſe it never appeared 


ſuch in my own caſe. Whenever my mind 
vas occupied about my own falvation, I 
felt this queſtion to be infinitely import- 
ant to me: And this taught me to bring 
before you, all the great truths which I 

| had learnt concerning man's redemption. 


The fallen ſtate of human nature, the 


appointment of a Mediator, the perſon, 
_ undertaking, and office of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the nature of repentance, faith, and holi- 
- neſs, and the neceſſity of the Holy Spirit's 
influence to produce theſe fruits in us, 


were ſubjects which you well know were 
not forgotten by him, who now takes his 
leave of you. In theſe fundamental 


> points, he endeavoured, with ſuch abili- 


ties as God afforded him, to eftabli/h, 


8 1 3 * dal ; 
LE woke 


* frrengthen, and ſettle you ; that your faith 
and hope, reſting upon that foundation 


which is laid in the Holy Scriptures, and 
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of which Jeſus Chrift is the chief corner 
/lone, might remain ſtedfaſt, from what- 
ever quarter aſſaulted, 


In theſe great truths you were in- 
ſtructed before I came among you ; for 


you. have been long favoured with paſtors, 
Who walched for your ſouls as thoſe who 


muſt give account to the ſearcher of hearts, 
IT pray to God, that you, who had ſo 
many opportunities of improvement under 
_ thoſe diligent and exemplary men whom 
J ſucceeded, may be their joy and crown, 


in the preſence of our Lord Feſus Chriſt at 


Dis coming *, Under their miniſtry you 


received that taſte for evangelical truth 
which makes you love to hear thoſe who 


preach it. May you be always willing 
to hear ſuch men! And I humbly be- 


ſeech God, that while he preſerves you 


from indifference to the truth, he may 
alſo preſerve you from being ſatisfied with 


, * 1 Theſ. K. 19. 
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merely hearing and approving of thoſe 
> who preach it. 


There are indeed many perſons found 


in all our congregations, who go no fur- 


ther than this in religion. They are fond 


of hearing ſermons, but they ſeem not 


to conſider the end of delivering them; 
which is, the edrification of the Church 


6% God“. Some go and hear a preacher 
not to learn, but to judge; often return- 
ing from a place of worſhip, without, 
perhaps, ſo much as a thought concern- 
ing the main deſign of that ordinance 
they have been attending. They attend 


it not from a deſire of improvement, but 


to paſs away time: But O, how clearly 
may one often ſee by ſuch people, that 
a man may be ever in the way of leary- 
2 ing, and yet never come to the knowledge of 
© the truth! Remember, therefore, an ob- 


© ſervation, which I believe none of the . 


. Ertel. iv. 17. 12. 
A 5 miniſters 
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L 10 ] 
miniſters whom you hear (either ſtatedly 
or occaſionally) fail to make, namely, 


that merely hearing God's word will not 
ſave the ſoul. 


Far are we, who make this obſervation, 


from depretiating that holy ordinance 


appointed by our Saviour for the conver- 
ſion of ſinners, and the edi fication of his 
church. We know, that faith cometh by 
bearing; holineſs cometh by hearing; 
peace cometh by hearing. And we la- 


ment the caſe of all thoſe perſons who 


flight this great mean of ſalvation, On 


the other hand the caſe of thoſe perſons is 


equally deplorable, who, when they have 
attended the public means of grace, 


ſeem to think all is done. Whereas the 


fact is, that there is then one ſtep taken 
in the buſineſs of ſalvation ; but there 


remains many more to be taken. There 


are many things which muſt follow this 


act, in order to our N the better for it. 
e 


Y » 
Jt 


E 11. 


This act was ordained for the ſake of thoſe 
12 Laing which are to follow. 


If you are deſirous of being profited 


by what you hear from the pulpit, go 
from the church to the cloſet, from 
| thence, taking the light of God's word 
in your hand, enter within yourſelves ; 
there obſerve the ſtate of things; What 
there is there which ought not to be 
there; - hat there is wanting which 
: ſhould be there. 


The evils being diſcovered, the reme- 


dies muſt next be ſought after. There 
is much to do in the work of ſalvation. 


There is a variety of employments to 


Which the ſerious hearer perceives him- 
| ſelf called. To caſt out what is evil—to 
_ ſtrengthen what is weak—to rectify what 
is perverted—to fupply what is wanting. 
Theſe are employments with which he 
word preached ſhould be followed, but 
* hich ſcarcely ever occur to the careleſs 
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in darkneſs, neitker regarding his way, 


5 
hearer's mind. He leaves the light of 
God's word where he found it; in the 
place of public inſtruction; and goes on 


nor ſo much as thinking about his work. 
Whereas the ſerious hearer carries it 


home with him; takes it with him into 
his cloſet, and into his heart; that he 


may ſee what he is, what he ought to be, 
and what there is to be done in the work 
of ſalvation. Thus the hearing and re- 
ceiving the word of God, is preparatory 


to other things. Happy is he who ſtops 


not at the introductory part of religion; 
but, keeping the true ends of knowledge 


in view, endeavours to proceed with 


what light he has received, and ſeeks after 
more, ſaying, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? Es 


To a man in earneſt about his ſalvation 
there will appear much to do in religion, 
without looking beyond himſelf. Never- 
theleſs, Chriſt teaches him to care for his 

neigh- 


1 
neighbour's ſoul, as well as for his own. 
He teaches him to look with a compaſ- 
ſionate eye upon that diſordered world 
which ſurrounds him, and to ſtand ready 


to ſhew a ſincere love to his neighbour. 


He is to ſhew his regard to this duty, not 
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by forming ſome wild ſcheme of /uppo/ed 
uſefulneſs, for which he is not qualified; 
but by diligently uſing all the means of 
by doing good to his fellow-creatures, which 


are afforded him by that ſtat ion, in which 
God has placed him. 


He will never be called to account for 
not attempting what he was not able to 
perform. If he is a poor man, he is not 
called to do things which cannot be done 
without money; if he is an illiterate man, 
he is not required to attempt under- 
takings which require ſome learning ; 
all that is required of him, is, with ſuch 
talents as are entruſted to him, to 
glorify God. There are few ſituations 
ſo obſcure as not to afford ſome oppor- 
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tunity of contributing to the ſuppreſſion 
of vice, the propagation of religion, or 


the welfare of our neighbour. If the 


love of Chriſt dwell within us, we ſhall 
rejoice to contribute to ſuch effects; 


even though it may not be in our power 


to do any thing towards them, but in a 
way quite remote from obſervation. 


On this part of chriſtian conduct, per- 
mit me, my brethren, to addreſs you 


freely. And the firſt duty of ſocial life, 


of which I ſhall ſpeak, is he religious care 
of a family, This is a ſubject of ſuch 
importance, that I cannot but touch upon 
all the parts of it, on which J have at 


different times ſpoken to you. Allow 


me, therefore, to draw out this Part of 
my farewell epiſtle to ſome length; and 
let me hope that you will attend without 


prejudice, or indifference, to what fol- 
lows: for I have no doubt, but that if it 


is duly regarded, it will contribute to the 


good of Je and your children after you. 
A maſter 


＋ 


E 


A maſter of a family ought to be the 


miniſter of God to his family; daily of- 
fering up prayer and praiſe with his 
children and ſervants ; daily adminiſter- 
3 ing inſtruction to them. Little are we 


to account of his religion (whatever his 


. profeſſions be) if he does not endeavour 

to infuſe the ſpirit of it into thoſe, who 
are committed to his care. This is the 
way for religion to deſcend to poſterity. 
And therefore to bring heads of families 


to the performance of religious worſhip 
in their houſes, 1s one of the principal 


things, which we who are miniſters are 
aiming at, by our diſcourſes. at church. 


By our ſucceſs herein, we in a great mea- 
ſure eſtimate our uſefulneſs. We thank 
God when we ſee that our churches are 
not deſerted, but we judge not of our 


uſefulneſs, merely by ſeeing them well 


filled; we endeavour to know what effects 
follow an attendance on public worſhip ; 


and among other things, whether there be 


any 


E 
any family religion among our hearers, 
and how far it extends. 


We truſt that we do not labour in 
vain, but we are hoping that a time may 
come, in which the miniſtry of God's 


at preſent. And when ſuch a glorious 
ſeaſon ſhall arrive, houſehold piety will 
be a much more general thing than it 
now is. We may not then ſee churches 
Wl ſo crowded as they now ſometimes are on 
1 a Sunday evening; for public worſhip 
1 having been attended, the evening may 
be more generally ſet apart for family and 
| _ perſonal improvement of what had been 
| heard in the day. It will not in ſuch a 

| ſtate of things give us any uneaſineſs to 

| perceive, that public worſhip is but thinly 

| attended on a Sunday evening ; becauſe 
ve ſhall be able to aſcribe this to a 
| good cauſe: we ſhall have the gratifica- 


tion of knowing, that there is more pri- 
. vate 


word will have more effect than it has 


1 1 


vate religion among men than there uſed 


1 5 to be. 


Much as the ſight of a full church 


on a Sunday evening may comfort us in 
© theſe looſe times, in which the evening 


' of the Lord's day is generally ſpent in 
1 frivolous viſiting, or ſottiſh indulgence, 
ve ſhould be much more comforted to 


g Wow that almoſt every dwelling-houſe 


is a church; in which, edification is 
© fought and obrained, by reading the Scrip- 
- tures, by catechizing children, by con- 
© verſing on the ſermons which have been 
delivered, by offering up prayers and 
1 8 © praiſe, and by other employments dicta- 
i red by a religious care of a family. Is 
it not greatly to be deſired, by all who 
Y have religion at heart, that Sunday even- 


| 3 ings may be thus ſpent? Is not this the 
7 way for it to deſcend from generation to 


N generation? And what hinders any 


3 = chriſtian maſter of a family from being 


thus employed? Theſe are duties, which 
3 thoſ o 
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thoſe who are no ſcholars may perform. 


The peaſant may be ſufficiently learned 


for the inſtruction of his own family; 


his plain manner of conveying know- 


ledge to his children, is, in his circum- 


ſtances, a qualification. Let him there- 
fore call his little flock about him. Let 
him alk to them as he ſitteth in the houſe *, 


of what God hath done for him, and for 
them. Let him povr out his ſimple 
prayer to him, who looketh to the heart, 


and thus teach his children by the inſtruc- 
tions and example of a father, to regard 


what they are taught by the miniſter. 


The performance of religious exerciſes 


is a moſt important part of the duty of a 


head of a family, but it is not the whole 
of his duty. There is a government which 
is neceſſary to be exerciſed over children, 
in order to form them to what is right. 


They are not fit to be left to themſelves. 


od Deut. vi. 6, 7. | 
they 
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they will deſire things which are hurtful 
to them, and have an averſion to thoſe 
- which are for their good. They muſt, 
therefore, be kept back from ſome things, 
and urged forward to others. There are 
: good habits to form, as well as good prin- 
— ciples to inculcate. They muſt feel au- 
thority, as well as hear inſtruction ; for 
if government do not accompany inſtruc- 
tion, inſtruction will be like ſowing ſeed 
on the way ſide. 


The ſteady maintainance of order in a 
houſe has always been an important part 
of the duty of a head of a family ; but it 
is particularly incumbent on ſuch an one 
in theſe times, in which the ſpirit of 
licentious independence ſeems to be 
ſpreading through all ranks of ſociety. 
By early accuſtoming our children to the 
controul of parental authority, we may 
contribute to their future comfort as well 


as credit. An uninſtructed and undiſ- 


ciplined boy, generally makes a refrac- | 
N | tory 
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C 20 1 
tory and miſerable man. While dutiful 
children bear the reſtraints of fervitude 
with caſe, and are both uſeful and happy. 
Moreover by being ſeen to ſubmit to 

ſuch reftraints without difficulty, they 7 
may become Hining lights in the midi of © : 
a crooked and perverſe generation. Let us 
then begin hetimes, my brethren, in ha- 25 

bituating children to ſubordination; that 
virtue, without which there can be no re- 

ligion, no liberty, no ſecurity, no beauty 
ſeen, nor comfort enjoyed in ſociety. 
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Let an eye be kept on this matter in 
the recreations which are allowed to chil- 
dren. They muſt have ſome recreation, 

but you are to ſet bounds to it, which 
they ſhould never be ſuffered to treſpaſs. 
There ſhould be a certain. hour in the 
evening when they ſhould return to the 
ſtillneſs of a well-ordered houſe, and to 
the cxerciſes of family devotion. Many 
ſerious evils ariſe from their having ſo 
much their own way, as thoſe children Þ | 
evidentls MF - 
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9 evidently have, who are at liberty to ſtay 
out of doors as long as they chuſe. They 
«| grow up with a notion that happineſs 
= conſiſts in being uncontrouled. They 
> are ſelf-willed; impatient of contradic- 


tion; eaſily excited to tumult and rebel- 


lion: And habituated to the indulgence 
of their own humour, they riſe up againſt 
; all law human or divine. From ſuch a 
ſpirit, good Lord deliver the riſing gene- 
1 ration! But while we deprecate the evil, 


let us ſee to it, that we neglect not thoſe 
means of its prevention, which God hath 


put into the hands of every parent, in 
giving him an abſolute authority over 


his own children. 


The having a child to bring up, my 
brethren, is a very ſolemn truſt commit- 
ted to us. It is not having to rear an in- 
habitant of this world merely, but to 


train an immortal: one who is to paſs, 


ſome time or another, out of this ſtate 
into another, in which he is to be happy 


or 


— 22 |] 
or miſerable according as he has acted in 
this life. His happineſs therefore in that 
future ſtate ſhould be the principal object 
of our attention. The welfare of our 
children's ſouls ought to be the leading 
motive of all our conduct, with reſpect 
to them. We muſt avoid therefore every 


thing which may have an ill effect on 
their morals, whatever preſent advantages 


be given up thereby. 


J make theſe obſervations for the ſake 
of introducing a remark or two, which TI 
have to offer on one of your cuſtoms ; and 


as I conſider that it has a bad tendency, 


you will bear with me, I hope, in what 
I have to ſay concerning it. I mean the 
cuſtom of ſending girls to learn lace- 
making in the ſame ſchools in which boys 
are taught this manufacture. I cannot 
but conſider myſelf much to blame, for 
not having taken more notice of this 
cuſtom while I was with you than I did. 
For perhaps, had 1 been at more pains to 
394 ſhew 
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1 0 fits you the hurtful tendency of it, you 


would have put an end to it. However, 
it is a thing of too ſerious a nature, tobe 
| left unnoticed in this my farewell addreſs 
to you; let me therefore intreat you to 


L put a ſtop to this unſeemly cuſtom, by 
having /chools for girls only. A reforma- 


tion which has no difficulties attending 


it that are worth mentioning. I know 


of no inconvenience that this reformation 


would bring upon any one. If a teacher 
were to loſe ſome of her ſcholars by this 
alteration, ſhe would get others in con- 
ſequence of it. And as almoſt the 
whole of the children in Olney learn 
this manufacture, there will be always. 
enow of either ſex to employ the pre- 
ſent number of teachers. 


The cuſtom againſt which I am ſpeak- 
ing, has a tendency to leſſen that ame- 
facedueſs, which is by St. Paul accounted 


one of the ornaments of the female cha- 


racter. 


| 
| 


L I 
racter *, And is not that a great evil, 
which produces ſuch an effect? Perhaps 
ſome of you can recollect, that ſince your 
girls have been to the lace ſchool, there 


is a boldneſs in their manners, which 


was not ſeen in them before. And what 
leſs could there be expected? For here, 
children of both ſexes ſit for many hours 
in the ſame room with each other. Nor 
are they ſeparated much in the intervals 


of recreation; for as they work together, 


ſo they play together. Who does not 


ſee that this muſt inevitably leſſen that 


natural modeſty and reſerve which is both 


an ornament and a guard to the female 


ſex? I muſt therefore intreat all ſerious 


chriſtians in Olney, to endeavour to put 
an end to this evil cuſtom, and to lead 


the way to a reformation in this particu- 
lar, by refuſing to let their girls fit in 


thoſe ſchools, in which boys are taught. 


1 Tim. ii. 9. 


There 


4 1 
There is another thing which I muſt 
” mention, as belonging to the regard 
1 which a parent ought to have to the fu- 
ture, as well as preſent, welfare of his 
children. Be careful how you diſpoſe of 
» them when they are ſent out to ſervice, 
1 would not forget the great difficulty 
that ſome parents have to encounter in 
3 n of their children. They have 
not the choice of many ſituations. It is 
8 a favour done to take a child into 
ſervice, and if the firſt offer is refuſed, 
there may not be a ſecond made. Never- 
Ithelefs, it ought to be refuſed, if it ap- 
pears to be a ſituat ion that is injurious to 


the mind of the child. 
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— Let it never be forgotten, that a child | 
has a ſoul. A foul, as I before obſerved, 
that will be either happy or miſerable 
Þ hereafter, according to the courſe in which 
7 © the child walks while here. If he walk 
I in the way of the Lord, the end of that 
way will be found to be life everlaſting: 

: B If 


7 : = 


If in the way of tranſgreſſors, the end will 
be death to him. This being the caſe, 
ought I not to refuſe to let my child go 
into a ſituation, in which he is likely to 
hear and ſee ſuch things as may miſlead 
his judgment, or corrupt his morals ; 
even though there may be ſome proſpect 
of temporal advantage in the ſituation ? 


What tender and conſiderate parent 


would conſent to let a child go into a 


family, in which there were ſome dread- 


ful and contagious diſeaſe, even though 
there were a great proſpect of the child's 


riſing in the world by going into that fa= 
mily? And yet, what is the contagion | 

of a ſick family compared to the conta- "I 
gion of an ungodly one? Their ungodli- | : 
neſs is as much a diſtemper as a putrid 
fever, It is equally as catching; and it 7255 
is infinitely a worſe diſtemper; becauſe 
it tends to the ruin of the ſoul. The = 
| worſt thing that ſickne/s can do, is to bring 


2 1 
*Z gown the body to the grave; but / may 
make the ſoul ſink down to hell. 


Alas! how many young people, after 
having been religiouſly brought up, have 
> loſt all the ſerious impreſſions which their 
- © education made on them, by going into 
2 a family in which the fear of God did 
not prevail. Let me beſeech you there- 
fore, my brethren, to make a more ſeri- 
ous matter of the diſpoſal of your children 
than people in general do. Seldom is 
= any thing thought of in this buſineſs, but 
sa a temporal advantage. Do not diſpoſe of 
- pour child as if you had forgotten that he 
N has a ſoul. Conſider the ſettling an im- 
1- | mortal creature as a moſt ſolemn tranſ- 
i- action, and let it be managed accordingly. 
id hs And do not forget, that a chriſtian has the 
” privilege of committing all his affairs 
to God. When therefore the time for 
= placing out one of your children draws 
al nigh, pray to that God who determines 
the bounds. of our babitations, and beſeech 

| B 2 him 


1 28 J 
him to be graciouſly pleaſed to find a 
proper place for your child. By going 
about this buſineſs in a ſerious, humble, 
and devout ſtate of mind, you may expect 
a bleſſing on the ſteps you take ; you may 


have the joy of ſeeing your child ſtill 


going on in that good way in which you 
trained him, and promiſing more and 


more to be an honour and a comfort to 


his parent, an ornament to religion, and 
a bleſſing to the community. 


Here ends what I have to ſay on Fa- 


mily Religion. Let us now go a ſtep 
further, my brethren, and conſider what 


we owe to mankind at large; for a chriſ- 
tian's regards are not to be confined to his 
own family. The Bible teaches him to 
Took not only upon his own things, but alſo 
on the things of others; and to render to 
ſociety at large, any ſervice that it may 
be in his power to perform. 


Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity teaches you to leſſen, as 


far as it is in your power, the temporal 


diſtreſſes of your fellow-creatures, but 


not to let your benevolence ſtop there. It 


teac hes you to look with concern on the 
greater evils of ignorance, profaneneſs, 
and other moral diſorders which abound 
in the world, and to do what in you 
lieth to leſſen bem. 


Among other branches of this part of 


chriſtian duty, you have been exhorted 


to attend to the regulation of your town. 


The preſervation of good order in the 


pariſh has been recommended to you by 
your Miniſter, from motives of benevo- 
lence ;. well knowing how many miſeries 


_ derive to his fellow-creatures, from neg- 


lecting to execute good and wholeſome 
laws. And I thank God, that you have 


been found willing to diſcharge this 
part of the duty of good citizens; and 


that your endeavours to prevent public 
immoralities have not been in vain. But 


B 3 let 
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1:90 1 
let it not be forgotten, that the good 
work of reformation is not compleated ; 
and that there of courſe remains much 
yet to be done, in order to keep down 
the ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, Let there- 
fore the laudable deſign of ſuppreſſing 
vice and profaneneſs be ſtill proſecuted. 


And here let me intreat all thoſe who 


by their age, their talents, or their pro- 
perty, ought to have weight in the pariſh, 


to put their hands to this work. Let not 


the burden of keeping the town in order 


be left entirely to your miniſter. For it 


is rarely ſound that a man of a true paſtoral 
ſpirit is fit for that rough taſæ. Such an 
one, is a man of a quiet and gentle mind, 
coveting the ſhade of retirement; and 
ſeldom quitting the ſilent and profitable 


employments of his ſtudy, ſave for the 


purpoſe of inſtructing or comforting his 
pariſhioners, whom he viſits as a father 
would his children. Between theſe calm 


and benevolent occupations, he loves to 
divide 
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* 
divide his time; bleſſing God, that his 
duty does not call him into a turbulent 
ſcene; and that he has a poſt allotted to 
him, in which he may avoid the guilt of 
indolence, and yet enjoy the love of 
peace. 


Such a man would be glad to ſee his 
pariſh ſo well governed by other hands, 
as to render his interference unneceſlaryz 


But much as he may wiſh this, he cannot 
be a quiet ſpectator while unruly men 


diſturb the order, and corrupt the man- 
ners of ſociety. No: reluctant as he 


may be to any thing that is like conten- 


tion, he muſt face the cont radidlion of ſin- 
ners, when the intereſts of that commu- 


nity he has the care of, forbid him to fly 


from it. But, my brethren, let not your 
miniſter be left unſupported, when he is 


called to this part of his duty. Let the 
reſtraining public wickedneſs be not his 


act only, but the joint act of all the lead- 


| ing pie among you: ſo will the work 
B 4 be 
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LJ 
be more eaſily performed than it can be 
by any individual alone. An unſupport- 
ed individual can do little in ſuch a buſi- 


neſs, but bring odium upon himſelf. But 


of all men, let not that odium lay upon 
your miniſter ; let him always appear as 
the friend and father of his pariſh. If 
you leave him alone in the reformation of 
abuſes, he will be thought a litigious 
man ; and this opinion will be a hind- 
rance to his uſefulneſs as a miniſter of the 
Goſpel. A good name is a thing of ſuch 
value to a public inſtructor, that I cannot 

but earneſtly exhort you, not to let the 
character of your miniſter be expoſed to 


miſconception, or miſrepreſentation, by 


leaving him to manage alone, the moſt 
unpopular though neceſſary offices. 


Truſting that you will act in concert 
with your miniſter, in endeavouring to 
maintain good order, I proceed to recom- 
mend to your attention, ſome particular 

| things 
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things tending to the decreaſe of vice and 


wretchednels. 


Let me, as a well-wiſher to you, re- 
commend the reducing the number of pub- 


lic houſes. I am perſuaded, that the 
ſmaller the number of public houſes there 


is in a town, the leſs irregularity there is 


likely to be in it; even ſuppoling that 


were the houſes reduced from ten to five, 


there would be nearly the ſame quantity of 


liquor drank as before. For, in the firſt 


place, the fewer the public houſes, the 


more eaſily they are inſpected by the 
peace-officers. Again, by reducing the 


number of public houſes, each of thoſe 


who are ſuffered to continue, gets more 
cuſtom than it had before the number was 
reduced. It becomes of courſe a greater 
object of attention to the occupier, and 
is on that account more likely to be well 
regulated. The keeper f a public houſe 
of good cuſtom having more to loſe than 


the ke e per of a houſe of ſmall cuſtom, 


B 5 will 
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will naturally be more careful not to fuf- 
fer thoſe irregularities which may deprive 
him of his licence ; the profit ariſing from 
a few quarts of liquor, which a diſorderly 
company may call for, being not a ſuffi- 
cient temptation to make him riſk the 
continuance of his licence which is a 
ſource of ſtated and conſiderable gain. 
But if the whole produce of a public 

houſe is inconſiderable, the publican is 
Not apt to mind his being threatened 

with the deprivation of his licence, 
« Tf I am turned out of my houſe,” ſays he, 
« I can get as much money in ſome other 
% way.” Thus having little to loſe by 
treſpaſſing, even ſhould it be known that 
he does ſo, an occaſional profit would 
probably be a ſufficient inducement to 
venture upon a treſpaſs; eſpecially, as 
beſides the profit ariſing from it, there 
is the chance of its paſſing unnoticed, to 
ſtrengthen the inducement, ; 


I do 
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T do not wiſh that any unneceſſary ſe- 
verity ſhould be uſed. Let the plan be 
purſued in a mild way. When the pre- 
ſent occupier of a public houſe dies, or 
removes, then is the time for ſtriking 
that houſe off the liſt of ale-houſes ; for 
then the meaſure may be adopted without 
material injury to any perſon. 


And let thoſe which are permitted to 
continue be well inſpected ; for, in gene- 
ral, public houſes are the ſinks of a town. 


They are ſuch ſchools of vice, that nothing 


can prevent their being heavy curſes to 


the place in which they are ſituated, bur 
a watchful eye kept on the management 


of them. Such an eye you are bound to 
keep on thoſe in your own pariſh ; and 
true benevolence will lead you to perform 
the unpleaſant taſk, and to take care that 


they do not become ſo many gulphs, in 
which the property, the health, the cha- 


racter, and the peace of your neighbours 
are loſt, 
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Good Will to men requires a chriſtian 


likewiſe to endeavour 7o prevent the pro- 


Fanation of the Lord's Day. Not only 
zeal for the honour of God, but charity to 
the poor, forbids us to ſuffer thoſe laws 


to be trampled on, which were made 


for ſecuring the obſervance of the ſab- 
bath. 


For look upon the condition of the 
diſſolute poor. Is it not deplorable? It 


is truly ſo: the evils of poverty which 


they ſuffer, being greatly aggravated 
every day through their profligacy. And 
as for Sunday, that is to them the worſt 
of days. It is a day diſtinguiſhed by 
many of them from other days, only by 
| ſpending their money, getting drunk, and 
quarrelling. It is a loſing day to them, 
in which they not only ſpend a great 
portion of what they earned on the pre- 
ceding days, but unfit themſelves by in- 


temperance for working on the days fol- 
lowing. And from the quick returns of 


this 


ſal 
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this abuſed day, their progreſs in vice is 
haſtened : many of them becoming hard- 
ened in wickedneſs much ſooner than they 
might have been, had they not found ſuch 
frequent opportunities of going in the 
way of temptation, as a profaned ſabbath 
afforded them. And thus, this ſeaſon 
which God in mercy ordained to be kept 
holy, that they might get good to their 


ſouls, is a day on which they plunge 


deeper in wickedneſs, and increaſe their 
guilt more than on any other day in the 


week. And ſhall we not endeavour to 


prevent an evil which, beſides drawing 
after it, in many inſtances, want, diſeaſe, 
infamy, and untimely death, generally 
ſpreads a ſpirit of atheiſm among our 
poorer neighbours, which leaves them 
deſtitute of all thoſe comforts of religion, 
they ſo much ſtand in need of under the 
preſſure of their diflicultics ? 


Now to preſerve the obſervance of the 


ſabbath, we ſhould remember, that there 
ON is 
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is a conſtant tendency Among mankind 


to the profanation of it: under the plea 
of neceſſity, men of all occupat ons are 
attempting to carry on their uſual em- 


ployments on ſome part, or the whole of 
this day. Beſides obſcrving the day there- 


fore ourſelves, there ſhould be an effort 
made againſt thoſe who profane it; 


leſt that by gradual encroachments on 


their part, and connivance on ours, the 
ſacred interval of reſt and inſtruction 


ſhould be at length entirely ſwallowed up 


by buſineſs and pleafure. This is the 


iſſue to which conniving at their en- 
croachments leads: it leads to the extinc- 
tion of the ſabbath, And when that 
day goes, public worſhip will go with 
it : and then the poor man will have no 


church to go to, to have his ignorant 


mind inſtructed, or his troubled heart 
comforted. 


O then © if there be any conſolation in 


« Chriſt, any comfort of love, any fellow- 
| « ſhip 
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1 
ce ſhip of the ſpirit, if there be any bowels 
« and mercies,” endeavour to prevent 
ſuch a day of darkneſs coming upon your 
country. Thelaws of the land furniſh you 
with fair and open means of reſtraining 
public impiety: the honour of God and 
the good of your fellow-creatures forbid 
you to let theſe means be unemployed. 


And while I commend a firm enforce- 
ment of the laws made for the preſerva- 
tion of good order, let me alſo commend 
a temperate one. Enforce them with a 
truly chriſtian ſpirit. Let there be no- 
thing moroſe, or unneceſſarily ſtern, in 
your manners. Let there be an evident 
good will to your fellow-creatures, in all 
that you do as reformers; that you may 
give no man reaſon to ſay, that you avail 
yourſelves of the laws, made for the pu- 
niſhment of public offenders, to gratify 
private revenge, 8 


Suffer 


1 
Suffer me, my dear brethren, before I 
draw to a concluſion, to mention another 
article or two of reformation, to which J 


had the pleaſure of ſeeing you attend, 
while I was with you. 


The © power of godlineſs” has been 


ſet before you, but you have not been 
taught to think meanly of any of its 
forms. The ſabbath, the worſhip of God, 


the word of God ought to be reveren- 


ced, on the mere ground of their being 
inſtituted by the Creator. But they are 


alſo worthy of a devout regard, as being 


the means which are ordained to keep 


men from forgetting God. This conſi- 
deration gives great importance to all 


| the outward parts of religion. It ſuffers 


us not to diſparage any of thoſe forms, 


by which the religion of the heart is 


_ expreſſed, and chriſtianity kept up in the 
world. 


You 


1 


Lou have been inſtructed to attend to 
every thing that may render religion 
reſpectable; and to think, that nothing 


which bears any relation to the honour 


of God ought to be treated with negli- 


gence. It was my wiſh to ſee your pariſh 


church look like a ſtructure erected for 


the ſervice of God; to ſee your attend- 


ance on Divine Worſhip early, reveren- 
tial, and conſtant ; to ſee the fabbath de- 
voutly obſerved, your town well regulated, 


and your Sunday ſchools in a thriving. 


condition. And I thank God, that in all 
theſe articles, I lived to ſee an improve- 
ment. 5 


And now let me obſerve to you, bre- 


thren, that it will always be a great gra- 
tification to me to know that you have 
not gone back in theſe things. I intreat 
you {till to pay attention to them, on ac- 
count of that great and glorious Being to 
whom they may be ſaid to pertain : they 
are things pertaining unto God. Let there- 

fore 
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fore that church, which it has coſt you 
fo much to repair, be kept in good con- 
dition, becauſe it is the houſe of God. 
Let the ſervice performed in it be de- 
voutly attended, becauſe it is the worſhip 
of God. Let not the profanation of the 
ſabbath be connived at, becauſe it 1s the 


day of the Lord. Let us not treat the 


outward parts of religion, as if they 
were no part of it. He who diſparages 


them ſeems to forget their relation to Gd; 


for whoſe ſake no pains, no expence ſhould 


be ſpared, that may ſerve to make them 


reſpectable in the eyes of men. 


It is profitable to us to recollect, that 
it is in human nature to grow remiſs in 
the beſt employments. We ſhould there- 
fore endeavour to counteract this tendency 
in us, leſt we ſhould loſe the fruit of 
former labours. I beſeech you to be 


mindful of this remark, with reſpect to 


every good work to which you are called. 


. There 


1 

There is one good work you have in 
hand, the very exiſtence of which depends 
on maintaining an unremitting attention 
to it. I refer to the Sunday ſchools. 
Theſe inſtitutions have been entirely 
baoken up in many places, in which they 
were eſtabliſhed, through their not being 
frequently and attentively viſited by the 
ſubſcribers. The Sunday ſchools ſtill 
maintain their ground at Olney; but they 
owe their continuance very much to their 
being regularly inſpected by a deputation 
of the principal ſubſcribers : for if ever 
that cuſtom ſhould drop, there will be a 
viſible declenſion in them. Let me 
therefore beg that the little time which 
it takes to viſit theſe humble ſeminaries 
may not be grudged. And let me hope 
likewiſe, that although the price of the 
neceſſaries of life is conſiderably raiſed, 
your ſubſcriptions will not be diminiſh- 
ed. O let not the children of the poor 
be deprived of the means of chriſtian in- 
{truction, in addition to the hardſhips 

they 


1 


they may ſuffer from the preſent dearneſs 


of proviſions ! 


It only remains that I remind you, dear 
brethren, that although great attention 
was paid to all the foregoing points whe 
I was preſent with you, they do not coth- 


prehend all the ſubjects on which my 


time was beſtowed. Indeed there 1s 
ſcarcely any important point, either of 


faith or practice, but has been ſet before 


you : you have heard diſcourſes from al- 


moſt every part of the Goſpel Hiſtory ; 


from moſt of the remarkable facts re- 
corded in the Old Teſtament ; from all 


the parables, the beatitudes, the ten 


_ commandments, and the ſeveral petitions 
in the Lord's prayer. Beſides which, 
three entire epiſtles of St, Paul were ex- 
pounded to you. Nor has there been a 
ſtriking event that has occurred in your 
neighbourhood, which has been ſuffered 
to paſs unimproved by your miniſter, 
Moreover, you cannot forget, that in many 

dance, 


5 1 
inſtances, inſtruction has been brought 
home to your houſes. 


| I need not detail to you every parti- 
cular of my preaching. Suffice it to ſay, 
that I did not knowingly keep back any 
thing that I judged to be profitable to you. 
I endeavoured to ſteer clear of all vicious 
extremes: neither neglecting to inſtruct 
you in the fundamental Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ; nor yet leading you into 
unfathomable depths in divinity. My aim 
was not merely to fill the head with no- 
tions, but to affect the heart with all thoſe 
truths which pertain to our ſalvation ; 
and to excite you to that godly converſa- 
tion, by which true chriſtians are to be 
diſtinguiſhed from men of all other cha- 
racters. In a word, it was my endea- 


your to ſet before you, as far as I under- 
ſtood it, the Religion of the Bible; and 
to inculcate vital chriſtianity, unalloyed 


with any ſectarian Fee 


I am 
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I am conſcious that this was my aim : 
and I have no apprehenſion, that God 
would ſuffer a man, who has ſuch an aim, 
to fall into any eſſential error. I truſt, 


therefore, that he ruth as it is in Jeſus, 
has been ſet before you. And now, my 
dear brethren, I wiſh I could communi- 


cate to every one of you that concern 


for himſelf, which I feel for you all, as 


_ believing that none of you have any ex- 
cuſe for living in a ſtate of indifference 
towards God. Defective as my preach- 
ing has been, ſtill there has been truth 


_ enough in it to leave every careleſs hearer 
in my congregation without excuſe. Nor 


has, I truſt, the life which I led among 
you, furniſhed ſuch a one with a reaſon 
for diſregarding religion. I appeal to you 
among whom TI lived, almoſt ſeven years, 


whether my life was conſiſtent with the 
ſolemn office I held in your pariſh, or 


whether it was otherwiſe? I know that 
I have great raiſon to be humbled before 
God, as being greatly deficient in ſome 


* | very 


0 
very important points of the miniſterial 
character. I have felt but little of that 
ardent zeal for the honour of God, or 
that diſintereſted love for the ſouls of men, 
which ought to glow in the heart of a 
chriſtian miniſter. The Lord pardon 
this in his ſervant, and ſhew mercy to 
him, who might here confeſs many other 
defects, if the occaſion required it! But 
let me fall down before God in thankful 
adoration likewiſe, for his having pre- 
ſerved me, a poor fallible man, of lite 
_ paſſions with others, from ever diſhonour- 
ing the cauſe in which I was employed, 


Do, my brethren, ſeriouſly think 
of this circumſtance, and let each one 
of you enquire, what fort of an ac- 
count he is able to give of himſelf, as a 
perſon to whom the word of ſalvation 
has been ſent. The truth has been 
ſpoken to him. It has been /poken in 
love. He has had ine upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept. IJxsus CuRIST hath 

_ been 


| L 48 ] 
evidently ſet forth before his eyes. He has 


been reproved, rebuked, exborted. But We 

what effect have theſe things had on him? w] 

He has heard what it is to be a real chriſ= of 

| tian, and how he may become one. - But ev 

| is he one? He has repeatedly heard that is 

| in Chrift Zeſus, neither circumciſion availeth ed 

| | any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new ob 

| | creature. Is he ſeeking that renewing | by 

i | grace which a fallen creature ſtands in je 

| need of ? if not, what has he been doing Lic 

| all this time, in which he has been fitting ale 

| under the ſound of the Goſpel? Was it T. 

| ſent to him that it might leave him as it 1 

1 found him? No: but that he might be Toe 

| delivered from that ſtate of alienation from pu 

God, in which every man lives till his th 

| heart is truly turned to God. For this te; 

| purpoſe does God ſend forth his word ; an 

1 and when its end is obtained, a true con- pe 

| verſion of the heart is made manifeſt, by of 

f a ſtmcere deſire, and an earneſt endea- yo 

lt © vour, to pleaſe God in all things. 

| = ped EE | Th 
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This being the great end of the Goſpel, 
we learn by what marks we are to know 
whether we are the better for the miniſtry 
of God's word. This is an enquiry which 
every hearer ought to make. And by what 
is it to be determined that he has receiv- 
ed benefit from the miniſtry? By having 
obtained a knowledge of the ſcriptures ?— 
by his having much to ſay on religious ſub- 
jects ?=by his feeling ſome warm emo- 
tions under a ſermon? Theſe things 
alone, will not determine the point. 
There may be all this, where there is no 
fixed purpoſe to deny wungodlineſs and 
worldly Infts. And till there is ſuch a 
purpoſe in the heart, a man has not learnt 
the great leſſon which the grace of God 
teaches us. Nothing ſhort of this 
amounts to the ſaving effect of the Goſ- 
pel ; and God forbid that any thing ſhort 
of a ſaving effect ſhould ſatisfy either 
you, or me! 


* Titus ii. 11—14. 
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May the Lord be graciouſly pleaſed to 
lem you all into that narrow way, which 
the Holy Scriptures have marked out. 
Too well have you for many years been 
taught, not to know, that this, and this 
alone, is the path of ſafety. But, alas! 
this conviction has not been ſufficient to 
carry ſome of you into it. Yea, even 
ſome of thoſe to whom there now re- 
mains nothing but the evening of life, 
are yet as ſbeep going aſtray. How ſhall 
I addreſs my aged fellow- creature, after 
he has heard ſo many affectionate and 
ſerious callsand warnings from the pulpit, 
to little purpoſe! O that ere the day 
cloſes (much as it is on the decline) he 
may yet ceaſe to be a wanderer from 
God, and turn with all. his heart to that 
gracious Creator, through whoſe patience 
and mercy, the door of hope is full Kept 
open! | 


To the riſing generation let me turn. 
Them I have often intreated to take warn- 


4 ding 


E 
ing by aged and unconcerned hearers of 
God's word, not to ſtifle the motions of 
God's. Holy Spirit, by refuſing to follow, 
when our Saviour calls. There be many 
things, my young friends, which if you 
turn not a deaf ear to them, will tempt 
you to harden your heart, and refuſe obe- 


dience to him, who calls you Into his ſer- 
vice. 


There is not one of the difficulties. that 
young perſons have to ſurmount in reli- 
gion, which is greater perhaps, than the 
being marked out by ſome term of re- 
proach as ſoon as they aſſume a religious 
character. But let not an opprobrious 
name deter you from endeavouring to 
ſave your ſoul. When the miniſters of 
Chriſt exhort you to bear this croſs, they 
call you to endure no more than they 
themſelves are made willing to bear. 
They are frequently ranked with enthu- 
ſiaſts or impoſtors. No doubt but there 
are men of ſuch characters who diſtinguiſh 

x he them- . 


. ˙ ³ ⁵˙ Ä 


E 
themſelves by a zeal for the doctrines 
which we preach. But thoſe who are moſt 
ready to apply ſuch names, are not very 
careful in the ſelection of perſons, whom 
they chuſe to diſtinguiſh by them. Hence it 
is, that they are ſometimes given to men 
of the ſoundeſt minds, and the moſt up- 
right intentions. The odium may be 
avoided; but the terms are ſuch as an 
honeſt heart cannot conſent unto. There 


is no way of eſcaping it, but by a neglect 


of duty. They therefore patiently ſubmit 
to be miſunderſtood, notwithſtanding 
that the miſapprehenſion entertained of 
them 1s not only unpleaſant in itſelf, but 
a cauſe of ſerious conſequences to their 
familics; it being frequently found to 
chain them down to penury all their days. 


Be ye followers of us, therefore, dear 
youths, as we are of Chriſt, who can aſſure 
you, that, after all, we are leſs the objects 
of pity than our friends may ſuppoſe us. 
The teſtimony of our conſciences, that 

cc in 
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te in ſimplicity and godly incerity,-we | 
ce have had our converlation,” being to 
us a ſource of much ſounder comfort than 
we could derive from any thing we might 
acquire, by bowing down to that great 


idol, the world. 


Recollect the little you are called to 


ſuffer in compariſon of what the diſciples 


of Chriſt in former times had to endure. . 
It is perhaps but a ſneer that you have to 
bear; and that from one, who is not much 
to be coveted as a friend, or dreaded as an 
enemy. Be that as it may, beg of God 
to give you grace to Preſs forward towards © 
the prize of your high calling, in defiance 
of all impediments that may be laid in 
your way. He will enable you to proceed, - 
and in due time you will find, that you 
are compenſated for ſufferings from with- 


out, by comforts felt within; and that it 


is no fanatical rhapſody to ſay, that the 2 
peace of God is e to the favour 3 


of the world, 
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It is a pleaſing reflection to me while 


TI am writing theſe admonitions, that there 
are many at Olney, who have been long 


walking in the truth. I pray God that 
now I am ſeparated from them, I may 


have the comfort of knowing, that they 
are ſtill going forward in that bleſſed 


path; keeping the faith; maintaining 
their courſe ; holding forth the light of a 
holy converſation as they proceed ; zeal- 
ous for the honour of God ; faithful in 
their tranſactions with men; kind and 
tender-hearted towards all who ſuffer; 
_ diligently improving their talents; and 
ſhewing fan unaffected humility, while 


they are evidently becoming more and 


more * meet to be partakers of the in- 
*« heritance of the ſaints in light.” 


Let me exhort you, who have ſeen the 
truth, and are following it, to rejoice in 


the Lord; and to be daily bleſſing him for 


what he has done for your ſouls. Conſi- 
der how much it becomes you to be cre- 
ditable 


14 
ditable witneſſes for religion. Let it 
therefore be your daily prayer, that you 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things. And remember, that it is 
adorned, by © rendering unto all their 


« dues; fear to whom fear is due, ho- 


te nour to whom honour, cuſtom to whom 


« cuſtom is due.” It is adorned by con- 


ſiſtency of conduct, by ſimplicity of man- 
ners, by chearfulneſs of mind; by the 
ſpirit of ſubordination, the ſpirit of hu- 
mility, the ſpirit of kindneſs ; it is adorn- 


ed by prudence in our affairs; integrity 


in our dealings; fidelity in our callings; 


patience in our afflictions. The doctrine 


is honoured not only by what a chriſtian 
is heard to ſay of it, but by the effect 
which it is ſeen to have upon him on 


all occaſions: by his behaviour at church, 


and at home; on common occaſions, as 
well as upon extraordinary ones: by his 
behaviour towards his God, his king, his 
parent, his child, his maſter, his ſervant, 
his ſuperior, his equal, and his inferior. 
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And that you may in all things adorn 


the doctrine of the Goſpel, ſeek after 
more of that inward piety which makes 
a chriſtan attentive to every part of his 
duty, and which on many occaſions, leads 


him to it without conſtraint or difficulty, 


Some of you have but-a few more ſteps 
to take, ere you will enter into the jay of 
gour Lord, May the remainder of your 
days be brightened by the recollection. of 


what divine grace has done for you ; how 


it provided a Saviour to atone for your 


| fins; how it led him to die that you | 


might live ; how it ſent the tidings of his 
falvation to the land, yea to the very ſpot 
in which you dwell; how it opened your 
hearts to receive theſe tidings with joy, 


and made you not only hearers of the goſ- 


pel, but believers in Chriſt, and has en- 
abled you to continue to this day ſtill 
walking in the way of the Lord. May 
the recollection of theſe things fill your 
hearts with thankfulneſs and may you 
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be enabled to look forward with a ſteady 
faith, as well as backward with gratitude ; 
that the outward diſcomforts of age may 
be more than balanced, by the joyful 
_ expectation of that glorious ſtate to which 
you are haſtening. The Lord bleſs 
« you, and keep you: the Lord make 
* his face to ſhine upon you, and be gra- 
* czous unto you: the Lord lift up his 
« countenance upon you, and give you 
© peace!” 


And now, brethren, I pray that this Ad- 
dreſs may have a good effect upon you all, 
Take in good part what I have written, 
for J have written it with the beſt inten- 
tions; and I beg that you will preſerve 
this little book, which I preſent to you 
as a token of my good will towards you. 
For though I am now no longer your 
miniſter, I ſtill take an intereſt in your 
affairs, and it will always yield me great 
pleaſure to hear of your welfare, 


May 


5 
May the Lord bleſs you in all things! 
May his bleſſing be upon you, and your 
children; cauſing you all to walk in the 
fear of his holy name, and in love one 
towards another; that while you live, you 
may be kept from the evils of the world; 


and when you die, you may depart in the 


enjoyment of that peace Which paſſeth 
3s all underſtanding.” | 


In theſe good wiſhes, I am firmly 
5 perſuaded, that my ſucceſſor moſt hear 
_tily joins. He ſeeks your good; may 
you be his comfort! Pray for each other, 
that you may rejoice. in cach other, nat 
only now, but in that great day of our 


Lord, in which paſtors and their flocks | 


muſt appear before the CHIET SHEPHERD, 


Jo him, who is able to keep you from 


falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
fore the preſence of his Glory with ex- 


e ceeding joy,“ you are now moſt ear 


neſtly commended, by. - 
Your fincere Friend, 
CarsHalTON, 


Now. 10, 1796. JAMES BEAN. 
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P. S. J have cauſed this piece to be 
printed on a page of the ſame ſize as my 
Advice to a New-married Couple, that they 
might be capable of being bound to- 
gether, in caſe any perſon ſhould think 
them worth ſuch an expence, in order to 

preſerve them. 
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